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Jfnrrjin? I" France.

1 hat jonug girls ami tiling men in
Trance are edu!oush kept- - apart, that
xvooing ami winning are unnecessary
preliminaries to a French in image, arc
tacts that have lieon much commented
tiMn; but lion they nrirry in Kr.mce
am! the etiquette oHhntvciyform.il ami
huines--lik- e ceremonhl, ami the pre-
liminaries considered necessary thereto,
are, we lieliee, lint little understood on
our side of the water.

'1 he first thing to lie done is to go
through that d formally
called popping the question. Hut a
Trench for niatriiiionial honors
is not allow ed ti mike his proposals in
person to lliu young lady. 'I Ii it would
lie a had bleach of c coiacntncis and
would probably horrify the jcunc fcr-onn- c

out of her seven senses. A friend
is charged with tlic delicate iillitc of
asking her p ircnLs, not if tl.ey will ac-
cept M. So-au- d o for a but
if it uould lie agree ible to them to con-
sider liim in that po-ih- Ie light. Should
tlie answer prove lavoraiilc, tne gentie-lna- n

may desire an interview with the
i.itly s parents or guardians, at vv men in
t'rv icvv the voung lady must nit be pres-
ent. In the. first interview all business
question-"- , im lulling the important one
of the down, and t he almost equally im- -

jiortant one of the 3 tiling min's lortuiic,
expectation, etc., are settled. Should all
these preliminaries be favorably arrang-
ed, a second interview is decided upon,
nml the dav and hour rigorously settled
beforehand, Exactly at the specified
timethe future bridegroom must present
himelf, carefullv but not too carefully
lreed thatpoint is ecntial. His be-

trothed, in elegant but Minnie attire,
awaits liis coming, surrounded by her
j irejit- - ami relative-- . After this" first

it hu i entitled to be received as a
vntemlu. but must request admission to
this privilege tither by writing or
tluotigli one of hi-- , near relatives. Ter--
niiion once accorded, he is then for the
first time presented to his huh-hu-e as
her future husband, and may afterward
xiit the house on an lntima'c but not a
famili ir fooling. He must alw a come
in full dress, unr cm his jiaivec receive
liim in other th m a v erv careful toilet.
A morning-dres- s, no matter how fre-l- i
or tasteful, is complete! inadmissible.
"1 he gentleman must invariably send his

Jiancrc a liotipiet on the da s that he in-

tend to call. 'I lie engaged pair !iiut
never be iiermittcd to indulge in a

can they call eai.li other by
their first names without using the pre-
fixes of Mon-ic- and Mademoiselle.
An engagement ought to be kept secret,
and should be oflieiallv amiounc ed only
a few davs leforetIie signing of the con-
tract. Of course, Trench engagements
are usually v erv brief, such a life of con-
straint anil form ilitj being agreeable to
neither party.

These preliminary fonmhties having
been senipulou-l- y gone through with,
licit conies the one-tii- m of thovvedding,
or rather weddings, for our Tremh
couple must lie married twice ovcr.once
at the mayoralty, in accordance witli the
law, and once at church, to satisfj relig-
ious scruples. 'I his latter ceremony is
bv no means to the legality of
tfie marriage; but not to be married in
church is considered a proof of invligiou
and republicanism of the most ultra t pe.
X'ow comes an amount of bother w hieh,
to our cxtremch simple ideas a reganls
nisrriige, appears to.be at once stupid
am' unnecessary. As a neeearj

to the civil marriage, the bride
and groom must arm themselves with
hilf a do7en document- - eaeli. Tirst
comes the ticfc ilc naisaitcc, or

then the consent in writing
of both pirent. or, if either or both of
them l dead, the proofs of their de-

cease, and tlio consent of grandparents
or guardi ms in their stead. If 3 on are
GO j cars of age, and have parents still
living, this written consent is still indis-

pensable, unless, indeed, 3 ou go through
the formality of the troii'sommalions

which consists in "respect-wil- y

summoning" v our recalcitrant par-
ents three times to show cause w hv you
should not espouse the oeloxcti ot jour
heart, after vv hieh you can do as ou
please. Hut such a proceeding is looked
upon with so much disfavor by Trench

(society that it is only resorted to m very
xtremc eases. If J on are an officer in

the army, you mu"t get the permis-
sion of" tfie Minister of War t" jour
nuptials, and he will not grant it unless
the bride possesses cither a dowry of
:0,000 francs, or a settled income of
1.2W) francs a jear. All these consents
obtained, next'conies the publication of
the bans which takes place not only in
the church, but also at the mav orally.
The signing of the contract is the next
formality to be fulfilled rualh, in
Taris, tliis ceremonial is made the occa-

sion of a family festival, and a special
dress is prepare"! for the bride, very of-

ten a facsimile of the wedding tfrcss,
only in some delicate ev ening dress tint
instead of white. The notary reads
aloud the contract, after which the
bridegroom rises, lmvYs to the bridcyand
signs his name, afterward passing the
pen to her. She signs in her turn, and
must tiien hand the pen to the mother of
the groom, who nm-- t give it in turn to
the mother of the bride, 'lhese little
point of etiquette are strictly observed.
All the other relations then sign in turn,
according to age or station. It is con-

sidered a great honor to obtain some
high personage as a witness to tiie con-

tract. If there is a fete given on the oc
casion, the corUillc or wedding presents
of the bridegroom, and the troucan a-- w

ell, are exhibited to the guests. The
eorbcillc tompri-c- s hiwls jewels,
gloves, laces, furs, etc., together with a
pur-- e containing a -- inn of money in
gold, the whole inclosed in a large'and
elcg-in- t box, or in a handsome work-tabl- e.

The value of tiiis present is usu-
ally Mippo-e- d to represent 1 per cent of
the filing lady's dowry. Jpplcion's
Journal.

A Country School.

When I was a little girl, I went to a
little school, which was kept by a very
little lady, in a xerv little house, the
little lady her-el- f lfvcd in another little
house, which wasdivided from the little
school-hous- e only by a little srarden. I
did not know then howlittle theliou-es- .
and the garden, and my school-teach-

were. --Miss Caroline seemed large aim
powerful to me; and as for her ferule, it
looked bigger to me than the big trees
of California looked when I saw them a
few j ears ago. lint when I went hick,
a grow n woman, to my old home, and
walked past Jliss Caroline's cottage and
tliclittleoldsehool-hoitsc- , I hardly could
lieliev e my ev es, ev ery thing w as so tiny ;

audi coidd liav e picked J!isS Caroline
up under my ana.

The school house had been a 'hoe-make-

hop once, and some of the
's furniture had been left in

it. There was the bench on which lie
used to sit and work; this Ii id a little
open box at one end, vv here he Used to
keep his tools; this liench stood in the
middle of the room, iu front of Jliss
Caroline's desk, and all the classes s it
on it to recite their lessons. The end
which h id the open Ixix on it was called
the " head" of the class. Once I kept
up "at the head," in spdHiig, a whole
w eek, and I grew so used to liav ing hold
of the edge of the box, and slipping my
fingers back and forth on it, that when
I hist my pi lee, and had a boy or a girl
on my left side, I had hard work not to
keep "all the time taking hold of their
anils, instead of the box. Thcie Used
to le aUo a little drawer under the
liench, at this end; but Jliss Caiolinc
had that taken off, after she found out
that it was there Xed Spoffonl hid the
" spit-ball- he u-- to fii e tip and dow n
all the classes he recited in. Oh, what
a bad boy Xed Spoffortl was! Uut how
we did all like him! Even Miss
Caroline herself. 1 think, liked him bet-
ter than any other scholar in all the
school; and vet lie gave her twice as
liiueli trouble as all the other scholars
put together. lint ho was so good-natur-

and affectionate that nobody could
help lov ing him, in spite of his mischief.
He rever resisted nor struggled w lien
lie had to punish him. I reallj think

lie got feruled as often as once a vv eek ;
hut he Used to hold out ins hand the
minute she told him to, and look straight
into her ejes while she struck him.
Sometimes he would bite his lips and
the tears w ould come into his eyes, but
lie never cried, nor oegged on, as the
rest of us did. He was as brave as lie
vv as mischiev oils. Even w hen he had to
sit on the dunce-sto- ol for twenty min
utes with Ids mouth wide open
and a piece of corn-co- b set firm-
ly between his teeth, lie never cried.
This was Miss Caroline's worst X'unish- -

ment. I think if she herself had tried it
once, tti see how much it hurt, he never
would have hail the heart to inllict it on
us. At first, when she wedged in the
niece of cob. xou felt like laughing that
anybody should think such a thing as
til It COUUl lie mucil Ol a puuisiiuicni;
but pretty soon j our jaw s began to ache,
and then'the back of x our neck ached,
and then the pain reached up into the
back of your head, and into x our ears,
and it became real torture ; there was
not a single boy in school that could
bear it without the tear, streaming down
his cheeks, except Xed "spoH'ord. Miss
Caroline v cry rarely did it to girls; i

think no onc'lmt Sarah Kellogg audi
ever had it. We vv ere the w orst girls in
school; we two and Xed SpoHbrd were
the three ulacK sheep m Jliss Caroline s
little Hock. Saxc Holm, in SI. Xiciolas
for .May.

Reminiscences of a Famous Woman.

Society here is in mourning for Mine.
Octavia "Walton la Vert, who died on
tke I'itli inst., at the house of a relative
near Auinista. Ga. She was the daugh
ter of Col. George Walton of Trinee Ed-
ward's County, Virginia, and grand-
daughter of George Walton, one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independ-
ence. Herfatherwas the second Gov-

ernor of Florida, and it was at Tensaco-l- .i

that she 1 egau her caiecr a a lielle.a
eareerth.it closed onlj with her death,
for although the charms of face and fig-

ure were buried in that stoutness with
which age is apt to afflict its victims, the
Iictter, liner charm of mind and maimer
rem lined. She spoke every modern l.in--
mage, was an mcorngaijle inn inner
vouth, and counted her offers bv hun
dred. Spaniard, Itali in, Frenchmen,
iiermans, j'.nglishnien, ltraziuans anil
worst of all American by the score
sighed in xain at her shrine. She would
tell them in the harsh or musical ac
cent of their individual countries that
she loved them, but not with a love like
theirs, and this so prettily that they
would leave her pre-en- declaring; it
better to lie reftied by her than accept-
ed by another. Her foot was one of the
grcitest attractions; it was o tiny, so
delicate, that her little straw lippers
vv ere eagerly sought for, and hippy he
who could obtain one asaiyc Wamitie
from pretty Octavia. On one occasion
a sloop-of-vv- was to sail from l'ensa-col- a

homeward bound. Every single
officer from Captain to Middic had laid
hi heart liefore her, and ev cry one had
been obliged to take b ick his proffered
gift, o a a balm to hurt affection they
gave her the most superb ball they
could devise. Of course she danced from
10 till 4, and then, were to sail
at i laj break, her health was
proposed as a last compliment, the
Captain was talking eagerly to her vv lien
his Juniors came to propose the toist,
and as they leaehcd liim he thrust a tiny
atin slipper into his breast, w hieh she

had just draw 11 from her pocket (belles
then alw ax s carried an extra pair) and
given him, and it was from this bit of a
shoe that he drank the toast, "Thepiet-tics- t,

wittiest, sweetest and dearest girl
in America." She married, in ltv'G,
Dr. Henri Lc Vert, a gitted phv ician of
Mobile, and a son of Koehamlieau' licet
surgeon, spent her winters here during
Jackson adminitration, and went tc
England in 18"-- ! to visit the Dukeof I!ut- -
land. Thence he traveled through Eu
rope ahd the Holy Land a much more
difficult triii then" than now returning
to her native country after three x ears'

c, only to pick up her scepter
wheie she had laid it down. Among
her friends she counted such men as
Washington Irving and Lamartine, and
it was at the urgent entreaty of the lat-
ter she publishdl her "bouvenirs of
1 ravel." At the close ot the war

which she bitterlv deplored, and did all
that a woman could do to avert she
found herelf reduced from affluence to
pov erty, and it vv as then she began the
reading that have supported her and
educated her xoiinger children up to tho
present time, she was (.s jears old
when she died, but retained to the very
lat the manner that made the name of
Octavia Le Vert known and admired
from Maine to Mexico. Harrington
Ltllcr to Cincinnati Commercial.

The various German potentates re
cently united to present a joint souvenir
to tfie Emperor Willi im upon hi
eightieth birthday. The eccentric King
of ISavaria refued at firtto participate,
and was induced to do so only by the
urgent remonstrances of his friend the
Grand Duke of Iladcn.

An Amateur XoTelist's Firt Attempt
at a Thrilling Story.

The follow ing appears in the Xational
llcpublican, of Washington, and is

to have been written by the
office lxiy, aged 11 jears. The title is

all ton itn:.
'twas a sultry daj in the month of the

roses (our story open in one of the
vv estcrn states) as a x oung lady was sit-

ting on a fallen tree, sketching the Laiitl-skap- e

before her. thi xoung lath's
name was lillicthornton. she hail large
blue eves and large ma e- - of golden
hair. " I wonderw hy Ham Mills cares
so much forme, hercalh does not love
me," shemiiscd. "Ah! xe I do.lillie;
j on are the only woman I w ill ev er care
for." the speaker wa a xoung man.
apparently 2.5 jears of age. he had
large hazel eve and curh chetnut hair,
& hi features were regular, "do xou
1 cally caie for me, harry," lillie,
in a siippreed tone. " vv hv . of com e
i do, lillie; you know i do.'1 nplied
harry, "then why don't xou make a
preposcl to me," laughed lillie. " be-

cause you would not except it." " how
do xou know i would not?" replied 111

lie.'laughing loudly again. " then, vv ill
jou be nrywife?" harry, laugh-
ing in his turn. " vv lrv , Harry 1 horn-to- n,

don't 3011 know that papa would
not agree to it, for i thouht xou was
going to live a bachelor all jour life,"
replied lillie, in a sober tone, " that was
onlj-fun,- " replied liany. "Well, ham,
jou know that i am engaged to my
cousin, James Thornton." " Xo, i did
not know it, and i a'k xou once more to
be inj w ife," replied liany, in a cold
tone, "i realh can not," ham ," re-

plied lillie, alo"ina cold tone, ""then
we part in anger; mv curses are upon
jour conui, aul he, angnlj ; o he
went avvaj, ami nine never saw nun any
more tiiat month.

.! vear had paed, and sitting in Iter
drawing-roo- was lillie thornton. -- he
wa not married, becau-- e her cousin died
of heart disease. As she at he mur-
mured Ititterly. " Oh, harry, iiow sor-r- y

i am ; i drov e 3011 awaj:oh, come
back tome; i am dying," he cried,
throwing herself down on a sofa near
by, and, swooning avvaj", the servants
ail ran to her assistance." We must now
return to harry, as he turned aw av in
anger and w ended his w aj toward his
hotel, where he was Hoarding. He
murmured as he went, "I will quit this
place inicditiallv, and go to the cont-
inent;" o he went in and packed up Ids
things and cros-e- d the ocean. " I must
trv to forget her," he mued, bitterly,
lie went to rhomeand established him-
self as a artist. .1 3 ears paed, and he

to visit his countrj again: so
he crossed the ocean again and went to
hi birth-plac- as he rhoile pat the
manor in which lillie lived lie noticed
sign of disturbance, he asked the old
gate-keep- what was the matter, the
old 111 in shook his head and s.iid. " oil,
marse harry, Mis lillie am going on
about 3011 awful." "is not nii-- s lillie
married?" akcd ham in a wann tone.
" vv hj, laws, no ; didint jou know that
her cousin died?" " can I "see her?" ask-
ed Harry again, in another warm tone,
"why, jc, indeed," replied the old
mm; "walk right in the dining-ioom.- "

harrj went in and saw lillj reclining on
a ofa. "oh, harry," he cried, "this
will kill me," she sobbed, "have not
jou forgotten me?" ham , coldlj.
' do not talk that way,'' pleaded lillie,

iu a soberly tone. " I ha e come to ask
3 011 to be mv vv ife," again replied har-r- y.

"Yes, Harry, I will,'" cried lillie.
"come to my anus, mj darling," cried
Harry, joji'ullj.

There was a quiet wedding in the
manor after 2 month, and Harrj and
lillie are happy after all that pa-t.- "

.
Jami-- S Hcsseix Low kj.l tell- - a good

stoty aliout hi butcher. One morning
the man expiated upon tho loveline-- s of
the moonlight of the night liefore, and.
just as the he had
done liim an injustice in never having
given him credit for refinement of soul,
the butcher added : " The night vv as so
fine I jet couldn't sleep, and had to get
up and go to killin'."

At Heme, Switzerland, there was a
row on the recent anniver-a-n of the
outbreak of the Commune in"
'Hie poliec interfered, and took away
the red ll.ig which had been hoisted.
The crow d reited, and wounds vv ere
inflicted in the struggle.
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